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discipline of the Army Hospitals. It was in little
points like these that the difference between the old
professional soldier and the youth who was serving
for the duration of the War was so acute. The habit
of obedience to military authority would remain with
the first, no matter how often his environment changed,
while the second seized the first opportunity to shed
his discipline.
But the men had grievances. Withholding their pay
while in hospital was one. The regulation on the
point may have been useful enough in the past : its
maintenance in 1915 was absurd. Another grievance
more sentimental but felt almost as acutely was the
absence of ceremony in the conduct of funerals.
There was no actual irreverence, but soldiers were
laid to rest with little thought of the sacrifice which
they had made. Survivors still in hospital thought
that the dead deserved the conventional honours paid
in time of peace to a soldier on his last journey.
There was no gun carriage to convey the corpse to the
cemetery, and no firing party to give the warrior his
last salute on earth. On the actual battlefield it is
not possible to pay marks of respect to the killed.
Frequently they must be buried to the sound of the
enemy's guns, a worthier serenade than the bugles of
their comrades. But in Egypt more might have been
done to meet the wishes of the living. The motor
lorry was a poor substitute for the gun carriage, and
an odd soldier or two as coffin-bearer for the presence
of a firing party. The reply to protest on the point
was unvaried: * England requires her guns and rifles
for sterner purposes/ Of the dead who fill the war
cemeteries of Cairo and other towns of Egypt truly
it may be said—
Not a drum was heard, not a funeral note,
As his corpse to the rampart we hurried :
Not a soldier discharged his farewell shot
O'er the grave where our hero we buried.

